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I'would like to invite you to join me in co-authoring AB 171, legislation that will require private health insurers to
pay for critical services and programs, including screening, diagnosis and treatment, for children and adults with

autism spectrum and related disorders (ASD).

While there is widespread consensus in the medical community abour the standard of care treatments for ASD,
individuals with ASD are routinely denied thesc essential medically necessary treatments. In order to secure
NECessary treatment many families are foreed to pay privately. Others arc frequently required to spend significant

Aside from the individually tragic result of going withour treatment, the financial burden on the state of the health
plans' refusal to cover essential health care treatment is tremendous. The health plan denials shifi their financial
responsibility of millions of dollars to the taxpayers, who are currently paying the cost of health care scrvices for
many insured Californians with ASD through the Regional Centers, counties and school districts. Taxpayers also
bear the long term social, educational and social service costs of not trcating individuals with ASD when their

prognosis can be changed.

Sponsored by the Alliance of Californja Autisim Organizations, comprised of over 40 California parent founded and
supported local, state, and nationally based autism advocacy and support organizations and their local chapters, AR
171 would end health care discrimination against individuals with ASD, and would save the state millions of

taxpayer dollars both in the immediate and long term,

If you or your statt have questions, please contact me or Eric Gelber, Chief Consulitant of the Assembly Human

Services Committee, at 319-2089.
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